[Current prevalence of trichinosis in Santiago, Chile (1992). A study on 500 corpses].
In August-December 1992, 500 diaphragm muscle samples taken at random from people who were autopsied at the Santiago Medico-Legal Service, were submitted to phototrichinoscopy to search for encysted larvae of Trichinella spiralis. For each sample seven small pieces were examined. Three hundred and eighty nine (77.8%) cadavers corresponded to males and one hundred and eleven (22.2%) to females. Ages ranged from 1 to 90 years. Ten (2.0%) of the individuals examined resulted positive, the higher frequencies corresponding to individuals over 20 years of age. The prevalence rate of T. spiralis infection found is rather similar to those detected in 1966-1967, 1972 and 1982, with percentages of 2.2, 3.4 and 2.8 respectively.